PS 111 Academic Overview

Phonics and Phonemic Awareness: All students in grades K, 1, 2, and 3 receive phonics
instruction using Wilson Fundations. StudentsinK, 1, and 2 also study phonemic
awareness using Heggerty. Phonemic awareness is purely auditory and focuses on hearing
and manipulating individual sounds, while phonics involves connecting those sounds to
printed letters.

Literacy: PS 111 uses Great Minds “Wit & Wisdom” literacy curriculum. This is a
knowledge building literacy curriculum. Each grade has four units of study delving into
contentrich literacy studies. Multiple opportunities for assessments including new read
assessments, vocabulary assessments, focusing question tasks, and end of module tasks
provide teachers with multiple data points.

WIT & WISDOM K-8 MODULES AT A GLANCE

Module 1 Moduile 2 Module 3 Module 4

The Five Senses Once Upon a Farm America, Then and Now The Continents

How do our senses help us What makes a good story? How has life in America What makes the world
K n? ; rer time? inating?

learn' Narrative Writing changed over time? fascinating’

Informative Writing Informative Writing—Research | Opinion Writing

A World of Books Creature Features Powerful Forces Cinderella Stories

How do books change lives What can we discover about How do people respond to the | Why do people around the
i around the world? animals’ unique features? powerful force of the wind? world admire Cinderella?

Narrative Writing Informative Writing—Research | Narrative Writing Opinion Writing

A Season of Change The American West Civil Rights Heroes Good Eating

How does change impact What was life like in the West | How can people respond to How does food nourish us?
2 2 - ; Ameri 2 injustice?

people and nature? for early Americans? injustice? Opinion Writing-Research

Informative Writing Informative Writing Narrative Writing

The Sea Quter Space A New Home Artists Make Art

Why do people explore the How do people learn about How do stories help us What is an artist?
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Informative Writing Opinion Writing experiences:

Narrative Writing

A Great Heart Extreme Settings The Redcoats Are Coming! Myth Making

What does it mean to have How does a challenging setting | Why is it important to What can we learn from myths
4 a great heart, literally and or physical environment understand all sides of a story? | and stories?
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ﬁgm aty ely ' (‘hange a person: Opinion Writing, Research Informative Writing

Informative Writing Narrative Writing

Cultures in Conflict Word Play A War Between Us Breaking Barriers
5 How do cultural beliefs and How and why do writers play How did the Civil War impact How can sports influence

values guide people? with words? people? individuals and societies?

Informative Writing Narrative Writing Opinion Writing Informative Writing—Research




Math: PS 111 uses Great Minds “Eureka Squared Math” curriculum. Eureka Squared is a
comprehensive math curriculum designed by Great Minds to build deep conceptual
understanding through connected lessons and grades. It guides students from hands-on
physical objects and visual drawings to final written math symbols. The program also helps
teachers support student discussions, problem-solving, and everyday learning.

Social Studies: teachers engage students in 90 minutes of social studies each week
through a mix of texts, videos, and project-based learning. Social studies work is
supported through neighborhood walks and museum visits.

Science: Science in grades K and 1 is taught by homeroom teachers. In 2" grade, the
homeroom teachers and Mr. Gomez share the courseload. In grades 3, 4, and 5, Mr. Gomez
is the sole science teacher. The scope and sequence can be found here. Mr. Gomez runs a
science fair every year. Projects are mandatory for students in grades 3, 4, and 5. Don’t
miss the science fair!

P.E.: Ms. McAleavey and Mr. Otero teach physical education (P.E.). Every class sees one of
those teachers at least one time per week. Units of study such as hockey, basketball,
soccer, running, etc... are covered each year. A major focus in PK, K, and 1° grade is gross
motor abilities meaning body movement and coordination. Most years, the 4" and 5™
grade students have a ten week rugby unit with professional rugby coaches working
alongside “Ms. Mac” and “Mr. O”. The teachers also conduct FITNESSGRAM which
measures components like body mass index and endurance to help children track their
wellness and set personal fitness goals.

Music: Ms. Berghahn teaches every grade. If a class only receives music one time a week,
they will switch in the winter/spring semester to have it two times per week. She holds a
winter concert for PreK, kindergarten, 1, and 2" grade families. She holds a spring
concert for families in grades 3, 4, and 5. With Ms. Harvey, “Ms. B” runs the Broadway
study for 4™ and 5" grade students during which students study the music of a Broadway
musical then attend that musical in May or June. So far, we have take students to Wicked,
Aladdin, The Lion King, and Hamilton.

Visual Arts: Ms. Galvin is our visual arts teacher. She sees kindergarten through 5™ grade
students. Students will study a variety of artists, genres, and techniques throughout the
year. The year of study culminated in an amazing gallery of our students’ art work posted in
the main and lower lobbies. Ms. Galvin supports her instruction with museum visits. Don’t
miss the art show!

Intervention: Ms. Connerly and Ms. London provide Tier 2 and Tier 3 (small group and
individual) intervention services for students who do not already receive services such as



E.N.L., SETSS, speech, etc... All students in 4" and 5" grade who are performing below
grade level expectations are automatically placed into a literacy intervention class period 7
every day. Some students in literacy intervention attend five days per week while other
attend four days per week. Students who do not need intervention are placed into book
clubs or accelerated classes during this time.

English as a New Language: We have three amazing E.N.L. teachers. They are Abby Boyd
(K-2), Liza Hannigan (K-2), and Jen Singer (3-5). Beginning this year, they are utilizing the
National Geographic Cengage “Reach for the Stars” (K & 1) curriculum and “Reach Higher”
(grades 2-5) curriculum. Students are taught English sounds and words. They learn
content and language through rich content. Teachers connect this work to the literacy work
being done in their homeroom classes. Depending on a child’s ENL level, they may be
pulled out for multiple periods each week, or they may receive only push-in services.

Occupational and Physical Therapies: Chelsea Simon (OT) and Tejal Levitt (PT) provide
physical supportive services to our students in grades K-5. Physical therapy (PT) focuses
on improving body movement and strength, while occupational therapy (OT) focuses on
helping student perform daily life activities. These services can be pull-outin a separate
location, or they can be push-in within the classroom.

Speech: We have four amazing speech teachers: Ms. Foote, Ms. Hallenbeck, Ms.
Hammond, and Ms. Serota. Speech and language providers support students by
addressing communication needs that impact learning, including understanding and using
language, following directions, vocabulary, articulation, social communication, phonemic
awareness, reading, writing, and classroom participation.

Counseling and Social Work: PS 111 is fortunate to have a full-time guidance counselor
(Ms. Figueroa) who supports students with counseling needs; a full-time SAPIS worker (Ms.
Cover) who provides counseling, education, and crisis support to students in K-12 schools
to prevent and address substance use and behavioral issues, and a Bridging-the-Gap
social worker (Ms. Wilson) who provides support to students and their families who live in
temporary housing. They also support our 5" grade students in the middle school selection
and transition processes.



